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BGL: Demand for living greenery remains unbroken 

Boom in horticulture and landscaping continuing 

 

Bad Honnef. For years the horticulture and landscape gardening sector has been registering 

positive growth effects and has every reason to look ahead to the future with confidence. This is 

also confirmed by the figures from the Bundesverband Garten-, Landschafts- und Sportplatzbau 

e. V. (BGL, Federal Landscape Contractors Association) 2015 in the annual statistics published 

in the spring. Accordingly, the companies in the horticulture and landscaping sector generated 

turnover for the year of around 7.14 billion Euro (2014: 6.84 billion) and achieved an increase in 

turnover of 4.48 percent compared to the previous year. “The horticulture and landscape 

gardening sector has already achieved a turnover record for the seventh consecutive time and 

for the first time broken the 7 billion-mark in 2015. The renewed record level confirms the 

development of recent years, which shows an increase in demand for services connected with 

construction using greenery”, explains BGL President August Forster. Greenery as an 

environmental element created and designed by the horticulture and landscape gardening 

sector, is becoming increasingly popular and more in demand – be it in the private garden 

sector or in the public greenery sector. In this connection, both the construction as well as 

maintenance of green areas are subject to numerous trends which are changing all the time. 

 

Private gardens – private gardens in individual and discerning design 

The trend towards people's own house garden is continuing unbroken. However, the image of 

the house gardens has drastically changed in recent years. As a result, in the area of garden 

design, there is increasing demand for high-quality materials and technology in the garden. But 
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also when it comes to the theme of plant diversity and design, there is a clearly evident trend 

away from the standard range towards more individuality and quality. In principle, the 

customers’ requirements are clearly moving towards the “leisure time garden”. Relaxation in the 

garden is the top priority today. “Rest and relaxation along with maintaining a very good quality 

of life is one of the most important tasks facing the horticulture and landscape gardening service 

sector and is particularly reflected in the private garden sector. Individual and high-quality green 

solutions, which are increasingly creating the connection between the interior and exterior, are 

more in demand than ever”, explains BGL President August Forster. With new garden layouts 

and the maintenance of existing ones, the horticulture and landscaping experts are increasingly 

taking into account design elements. In this connection, for example, expensive materials such 

as concrete and natural stone or multi-effect light and water elements are combined with each 

other in the garden. But apps for managing technical solutions in the garden are also 

increasingly in demand. A private garden in high-quality design is today not only meeting the 

requirements and needs of the owner as a feel-good oasis, more than that it is also contributing 

to increasing the value of the real estate. On top of this, the advancing mobility of society and 

the increasing changes in housing and living spaces have altered the requirements placed on 

garden design. Today, more than ever before, the following applies: gardens must be adapted 

to the requirements of the owner or families. As a result, depending on the age of the children 

and owners, multiple restructuring programs are necessary.  

 

Public greenery – perspectives for the horticulture and landscape gardening sector  

The cities, local authorities and municipalities are faced with major new challenges. Be it 

increasing requirements placed on climate protection, economic and infrastructural adjustment 

processes, demographic change, health care provision or increasing the quality of life - in urban 

development policy a large number of problems must be solved. At the same time, the number 

of people living in cities is increasing markedly and, as a result, also the degree of built-up 

areas. With more urgency than ever before, city urban planners are faced with basic issues 

regarding the future-orientated and sustainable development of open spaces. Here, in future, 

horticulture and landscaping can play a decisive role and, with innovative solutions in greenery 

design, can make a key contribution to a modern city worth living in – especially as the desire of 

the population for an attractive range of green areas is growing ever stronger. For this reason, 

the BGL has launched the “Initiative Grün in die Stadt” (Bringing green to the city) initiative. The 

aim of this is to sensitize politicians, authorities, but also the population to the significance of 

urban greenery. “The green city is the model of the future. An increasing number of people will 

live in cities and green spaces play a really decisive role here”, says August Forster, President 
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of the BGL. More greenery in the city increases the quality of life as well as the health of the 

population and helps to promote social togetherness he said. One special focal point of the 

initiative is to clearly illustrate the contribution of urban greenery to climate protection: because 

more purposely created green spaces reduce the heat island effect, minimize fine particle and 

CO2 pollution and reduce the effect of heavy rain and temperature extremes. 

 

 

 
BGL and the green sector – facts & figures 
The Bundesverband Garten-, Landschafts- und Sportplatzbau e. V. (BGL – Federal Landscape 
Contractors Association) is an employer and trade association. It represents the interests of the German 
horticulture, landscaping and sports facilities construction sector at German level and in Europe. Its 
twelve state associations have 3,597 members, mainly small and medium enterprises. They are 
recognized as service-providers by the protected logo with the caption “Your Garden & Landscape 
Experts” and offer tailor-made individual solutions for green construction, with which they currently 
achieve over 60 per cent of the total market turnover in Germany. 
 
The green sector’s total turnover in 2015 rose to about 7.14 billion euros. This milestone was set by the 
16,779 landscape contractors and their total of 112,267 employees with a variety of services. They use 
their great expertise to design, construct, develop and maintain all kinds of green and outdoor facilities in 
the private, commercial and public sectors. 
 

 
 
Contact: 
Andreas Stump 
Bundesverband Garten-, Landschafts- und Sportplatzbau e. V. 
Alexander-von-Humboldt-Straße 4, 53604 Bad Honnef 
 
Tel.: 02224 7707-17, Fax: 02224 7707-78 
E-mail: A.Stump@galabau.de 
 
This press release is also available for downloading at: www.galabau.de 
 
The landscape gardeners can also be found at: 
http://twitter.com/GaLaBau_BGL 
http://facebook.com/GaLaBau 
http://facebook.com/DieLandschaftsgaertner 

 

More information about the Bundesverband Garten-, Landschafts- und Sportplatzbau e. V. at  
www.galabau.de 


